Join Us In Celebrating

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender History

Bayard Rustin

Civil Rights Activist

(1912-1987)

In the early 1940’s, Rustin organized local nonviolent direct-action groups which later evolved into the national organization known as CORE (Congress of Racial Equality).  Rustin was the chief organizer of the 1963 March on Washington and worked closely with Martin Luther King, Jr., and A. Phillip Randolph in laying the foundations for the civil rights movement.  Civil rights leaders, concerned that Rustin’s homosexuality and prison term as a conscientious objector during WWII might be used to discredit the march, asked A. Phillip Randolph to be the march’s official head.  Randolph kept Rustin on as chief organizer.

Urvashi Vaid

Lawyer and Social Activist

b. 1958

Vaid, former Executive Director of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force and co-founder of the only national gay and lesbian political conference (NGLTF’s Creating Change), now heads the NGLTF’s Policy Institute.  She is a former staff attorney with the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and the author of Virtual Equality: The Mainstreaming of Gay and Lesbian Liberation.  Concerned about oppression in all its forms, Vaid claims a “multi-issue agenda,” stating, “As a woman who is a lesbian, who’s out, and who’s a woman of color—it’s not possible for me to divorce the prejudice I experience one from the other.”

Allen Ginsburg

Writer

(1926-1997)

Ginsberg, along with his literary peers Jack Kerouac and William Burroughs, was one of the founders of the “Beat Generation,” a literary movement of the fifties.  At the age of 29, Ginsberg was the first Beat writer to gain popular notice when he delivered a thundering performance of his new poem “Howl”, in October 1995.  This now famous poem is considered the great expression of Beat defiance, just as Kerouac’s “On the Road,” published two years later, would be the great expression of Beat yearnings.  Ginsberg never moved away from his humble apartment in the poetry-rich streets of New York City’s Lower East Side, and would constantly be seen at local readings and multi-cultural gatherings.

Chrystos

Poet

b. 1946

Chrystos is a self-educated Native American (Menominee) indigenous land and treaty rights activist, speaker, visual artist and writer.  A self-described “warrior to all forms of injustice,” her tireless momentum is dedicated to better understanding how issues of colonialism, genocide, homophobia, class, and gender affect the lives of women and indigenous peoples.  She is the author of several books of poetry, including Not Vanishing, Dream On, and Firepower.  Awards include the Barbara Deming Memorial Grant, National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship for Literature (1990), Lannan Foundation Grant for Poetry (1991), Audre Lorde International Poetry Competition (1994), and the Sappho Award of Distinction (1995).

Angelina Weld Grimke

Poet, playwright

(1880-1958)

The daughter of a former slave and his Euro-American wife, Grimke was named for her abolitionist great aunt, Angelina Grimke Weld.  Her major work, the play “Rachel,” was staged by the NAACP as an answer to Birth of a Nation.  Though much of Grimke’s work dealt with woman to woman love and there fore remains unpublished, many of her poems may be found in the volume, Selected Works of Angelina Weld Grimke, edited by Caolivia Herron.

Marlon Riggs

Filmmaker

(1957-1994)

Riggs produced, directed and edited the black gay documentary “Tongues United,” which was aired on PBS.  Other films include: the award winning “Ethnic Notions,” “Anthem,” “Color Adjustment,” and “Non, Je Ne Regrette Rien (No Regrets).”  Riggs was one of the youngest people ever tenured at the University of California at Berkeley in arts and humanities.  He was working on the film “Black Is…Black Ain’t,” when he died on April 5, 1994 of AIDS-related complications.

Allan Gurganus

Writer

One of today’s most gifted Southern writers, Allan Gurganus is best known for his first novel, Oldest Living Confederate Widow Tells All,  a sweeping saga of the Civil War and its aftermath.  Published in 1989, it received the Sue Kaufman Prize from the American Academy of Arts and Letters as the best first work of American fiction.  His collection of stories and novellas, White People, won the Los Angeles Times Book Prize and the 1992 PEN/Faulkner Award.  In 1998, Gurganus published Plays Well With Others.  Set in New York’s artistic community in the 1980’s, the book tells the story of the AIDS epidemic through the lives of its characters.
